
Psalm and Readings Thursday 9th October 2025  
 

 

Psalm 56  
 

Be gracious to me, O God, for people trample on 
me; all day long foes oppress me; 
my enemies trample on me all day long, 
    for many fight against me. 
O Most High, when I am afraid, 
    I put my trust in you. 
In God, whose word I praise, 
    in God I trust; I am not afraid; 
    what can flesh do to me? 
 

All day long they seek to injure my cause; 
    all their thoughts are against me for evil. 
They stir up strife, they lurk, they watch my steps. 
As they hoped to have my life, 
    so repay them for their crime; 
    in wrath cast down the peoples, O God! 
 

You have kept count of my tossings; 
    put my tears in your bottle. 
    Are they not in your record? 
Then my enemies will retreat 
    on the day when I call. 
    This I know, that God is for me. 
In God, whose word I praise, 
    in the Lord, whose word I praise, 
in God I trust; I am not afraid. 
    What can a mere mortal do to me? 
 

My vows to you I must perform, O God; 
    I will render thank-offerings to you. 
For you have delivered my soul from death, 
    and my feet from falling, 
so that I may walk before God in the light of life. 
 
 
 
2 Chronicles 6:1-21 
 

Then Solomon said, ‘The Lord has said that he 
would reside in thick darkness. I have built you an 
exalted house, a place for you to reside in for 
ever.’ 
 

Then the king turned round and blessed all the 
assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel 
stood. And he said, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God 
of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he 
promised with his mouth to my father David, 
saying, “Since the day that I brought my people 
out of the land of Egypt, I have not chosen a city  
 

 

from any of the tribes of Israel in which to build a 
house, so that my name might be there, and I 
chose no one as ruler over my people Israel; but I 
have chosen Jerusalem in order that my name 
may be there, and I have chosen David to be over 
my people Israel.” My father David had it in mind 
to build a house for the name of the Lord, the 
God of Israel. But the Lord said to my father 
David, “You did well to consider building a house 
for my name; nevertheless, you shall not build 
the house, but your son who shall be born to you 
shall build the house for my name.” Now the Lord 
has fulfilled his promise that he made; for I have 
succeeded my father David, and sit on the throne 
of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built the 
house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 
There I have set the ark, in which is the covenant 
of the Lord that he made with the people of 
Israel.’ 
 

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord 
in the presence of the whole assembly of Israel, 
and spread out his hands. Solomon had made a 
bronze platform five cubits long, five cubits wide, 
and three cubits high, and had set it in the court; 
and he stood on it. Then he knelt on his knees in 
the presence of the whole assembly of Israel, and 
spread out his hands towards heaven. He said, ‘O 
Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in 
heaven or on earth, keeping covenant in steadfast 
love with your servants who walk before you with 
all their heart— you who have kept for your 
servant, my father David, what you promised to 
him. Indeed, you promised with your mouth and 
this day have fulfilled with your hand. Therefore, 
O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant, my 
father David, that which you promised him, 
saying, “There shall never fail you a successor 
before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only 
your children keep to their way, to walk in my law 
as you have walked before me.” Therefore, O 
Lord, God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, 
which you promised to your servant David. 
 

‘But will God indeed reside with mortals on 
earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain you, how much less this house 
that I have built! Have regard to your servant’s 
prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the 
cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you. 
May your eyes be open day and night towards 



this house, the place where you promised to set 
your name, and may you heed the prayer that 
your servant prays towards this place. And hear 
the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, 
when they pray towards this place; may you hear 
from heaven your dwelling-place; hear and 
forgive. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark 13:14-23 
 

‘But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up 
where it ought not to be (let the reader 
understand), then those in Judea must flee to the 
mountains; someone on the housetop must not 
go down or enter the house to take anything 
away; someone in the field must not turn back to 
get a coat. Woe to those who are pregnant and to 
those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray 
that it may not be in winter. For in those days 
there will be suffering, such as has not been from 
the beginning of the creation that God created 
until now, no, and never will be. And if the Lord 
had not cut short those days, no one would be 
saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom he 
chose, he has cut short those days. And if anyone 
says to you at that time, “Look! Here is the 
Messiah!” or “Look! There he is!”—do not believe 
it. False messiahs and false prophets will appear 
and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if 
possible, the elect. But be alert; I have already 
told you everything. 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

O Lord, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend thy Church; and, because it 
cannot continue in safety without thy succour, 
preserve it evermore by thy help and goodness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


